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1 Introduction

It has been a practice in Chinese pottery culture for archaeologists to demarcate the different stages
of development for a certain category of pottery ware in order to study and appreciate a specific kiln
family such as the Changsha kilns of Hunan Province. Date marks are rarely stamped on ceramics
during the Tang Dynasty. The Changsha wares that have been found by archaeologists ranged from
808 AD to 929 AD during the Tang and Five Dynasties period.

Changsha is rich in historical culture as it was the capital of Chu (907 AD to 951 AD).
Changsha has always been a great centre rivaling the imperial capitals in the north that existed -
. at various stages in history from the Shang and Zhou to the Han, Sui and Tang dynasties.
The 1974 Han tomb excavation findings at Mahuangdui in Changsha are known throughout
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